


ÅAll of the ñvisual aidò material in this 

presentation is extracted from web pages 

produced by the ARRL.



Presentation Objectives

ÅExplain what LoTW is.

ÅWho uses LoTW?

ÅHow much does it cost?

ÅWhy use it?

ÅHow to get started.

ÅHow to use it.

ÅMy Results.



What is it?  

What is it not?







Who uses it?

Å27,799 individuals or organizations and 

me, W2OO

ÅCurrently 230,878,741 QSO records are 

stored

Å42,276 unique call signs or QTHôs are 

represented

Å21,984,766 QSLôs have resulted.



How much does it cost?

ÅLoTW costs absolutely nothing unless an 

award application is submitted

ÅYou DO NOT need to be a member of 

ARRL to use LoTW



Why use it?

ÅIndividual amusement 

ÅHelp your fellow ham

ÅApply for DXCC, 5 Band DXCC, DX Honor 

Roll, DX Challenge and/or WAS awards

ÅApplications filed on line reduce turn 

around time and the ñhassle factorò

ÅApplication cost is approximately the same 

as a ñpaperò application 



Some tips

ÅYour mailing address registered with the FCC must be 
accurate!

ÅGetting Started and using LoTW will seem tedious at first

ÅYou should be at least familiar with using a computer on 
the internet to start

ÅWhile manual entry of log data is possible it is 
impractical

ÅUse of computer logging software makes the task much 
easier. 

ÅPatience in the beginning is essential!!!

ÅBrowse to http://www.arrl.org/lotw/









ÅIn order for the LoTW to be as secure as currently 
feasible, a digitally signed certificate from the ARRL is 
required

ÅThis certificate is similar to the certificate used by most 
software providers to verify their validity and integrity 
(windows tells you when there isnôt one)

ÅObtaining this certificate requires verification of your 
license and identity through mail verification in the USA

ÅDownloading the LoTW software and requesting 
verification and a pass word is the first step

ÅOnce you receive the verification postcard from ARRL 
you may log in and create the essential certificate, back 
it up on your computer and send it to ARRL for 
acceptance



ÅThe certificate will include details of your call sign 
including beginning and ending validity dates if 
appropriate and location information.

ÅEventually you will need to create different certificates for 
each call sign for which you want to upload logs

ÅFor example, I have certificates for WN4ATJ, WA4ATJ, 
W2OO and W2OO/M.

ÅSome ñopsò do not do this properly. Please donôt be one 
of ñthemò! 

ÅYou may change your pass word anytime



















My TQSL list looks like this.

































This is what my station location list 

looks like















Tip for using LoTW

ÅLog in to your account using the following 

link with ñyour callò and ñyour passwordò 

included where indicated.   This page is 

where you will want to go to actually do 

something useful.
Å https://p1k.arrl.org/lotwusers/qsos?/login=yourcall&password=yourpassword




